
Notes on the Play

“These are good and simple people.
They have nothing but the best intentions.”

These were the words that Brother Jim Leonard, Jr. used to describe the people of
Zion, Indiana, back when he wrote the play you are about to see.

It’s been seventy-two years since our congregation first put on The Diviners. It
didn’t start out as much – just a bunch of country people trying to tell the truth as
they saw it, which is what a play should be.  But folks seemed to like it, and so
we’ve performed it every year since, right here in this old chapel.  

It’s a story about things that happened in Zion back in the summer of 1932, events
no louder to the rest of the world than the heartbeats of a child, but which changed
our town and our people forever.  Back then Zion wasn’t much more than a few
families, farmers mostly, trying to scratch a living from the rocks and mud of
Indiana in those dry and troubled times.  Those were the bleakest days of the Great
Depression, when men couldn’t find work and hungry people stood in a soup lines
because they didn’t have money for food.  My granddaddy told me he once walked
for three months without finding a job. Times like those, folks begin to lose faith in
the things they always believed in.  My granddaddy did, but he found it again, and
he found it in Zion. 

Ours is a good story, and it’s true.  That’s why we always tell it just like it happened.
So even though this is a church, you’re going to see some drinking, going to hear
some cussing now and again.  But as my granddaddy once said, “Every man is a
sinner,” so don’t hold it against us.  If heaven is for the angels, then people in Zion
back then were just learning how to fly.  They might have been slow learners, might
have fallen flat on their faces most of the time, but at least they were out there flap-
ping their wings, trying to get a little closer to where the angels were.

Then or now, there’s a lot to be said for flapping.

Charleson L. Showers III
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THE DIVINERS

Cast of Characters

BASIL BENNETT, a farmer ................................................Ronald Moore

LUELLA BENNETT, his wife ..............................................Sasha Riffle

MILLICENT SUGGS, Luella’s spinster sister.....................Jessica Lee

Melanie Pittman

FERRIS LAYMAN, a mechanic..........................................Kyle Darson

JENNIE MAE LAYMAN, Ferris’ daughter...........................Kimberly Clark

BUDDY LAYMAN, Ferris’ son ...........................................Shea Jacobs

NORMA HENSHAW, owner of the Dry Goods ..................Jessica Fowler

Lakisha Gustave

DARLENE HENSHAW, her niece .......................................Ashley Brody

GOLDIE SHORT, owner of the Cafe ..................................Melissa Bosco

Erin Harlow

FAYE JEAN PARVU, waitress at the Cafe..........................Cheryl Cray

Deanna Spry

MELVIN WILDER, Basil’s farmhand..................................Jon Sawa

DEWEY MAPLES, a young farm worker ...........................Jordan Bohl

CARNEY LEMONS, another farm worker..........................James Donahoe

Kenneth Scruggs

C. C. SHOWERS, an ex-preacher......................................Zack Whittington

There will be one ten-minute intermission.


